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California: This home in Silicon Valley 
merges vastu principles with modern design 
Belonging to an Indian family, this contemporary home, designed by 
Robert Nebolon Architects, is filled with fine art and colours. 
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The owners wanted a home that was vastu-compliant and also a gallery for all their exclusive artworks.  In 
the evening, the entry pavilion with jali-inspired screening glows and beckons with a warm glow. 

An	Indian	family	living	in	Silicon	Valley,	California,	approached	Robert	Nebolon	of	Robert	
Nebolon	Architects	to	build	and	design	their	new	home	that	is	adjacent	to	a	creek	with	
natural	foliage	surrounding	the	area.		The	husband	and	wife	who	are	venture	capitalists,	are	
friends	with	many	CEOs	in	the	Silicon	Valley,	and	sometimes	host	large	get‐togethers	and	
fundraising	events	at	home.		They	are	also	connoisseurs	of	art—they	own	a	large	collection	
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of	works	by	Indian	modern	masters	like	SH	Raza,	MF	Husain,	NS	Harsha,	J	Swaminathan,	
Tyeb	Mehta	and	more.		For	their	home’s	design,	they	desired	a	space	where	the	artworks	
would	take	pride	of	place.		They	also	wanted	the	home	to	be	vastu‐compliant	and	large	
enough	to	accommodate	visiting	relatives	as	well	as	allow	them	to	work	from	home.		With	
these	points	in	mind,	Nebolon	demolished	a	70‐year‐old	house,	to	build	a	new	structure	
from	scratch,	that	is	spread	across	4,880‐square‐feet.	

	

	
The home is filled with artworks by artists like SH Raza, MF Husain, NS Harsha and more, as 
seen here in the entry hall with blue-stone steps leading up to the main wing with the living room. 

East	Meets	West:		California	is	famous	for	blending	geographical,	cultural,	technological	and	
ecological	influences	in	home	design	because	of	its	location	on	the	Pacific	Rim	which	is	a	meeting	
point	between	the	East	and	the	West.				“The	design	is	based	on	Vastu	Shastra	principles	which	were	
modified	to	adapt	to	California	outdoor	living	for	an	‘East	meets	West’	fusion.		The	site	is	triangular‐
shaped	and	is	squeezed	between	the	street	and	a	creek.		To	fit	the	odd	site	and	address	vastu,	the	
final	building	form	evolved	into	a	three‐wing	solution:	the	wings	skew	at	a	15‐degree	angle	to	each	
other	thus	making	way	for	gardens	and	allowing	daylight	to	penetrate	the	house	in	unexpected	
ways	and	satisfy	the	vastu	“Brahma/light	&	air/Earth”	connection,”	says	Nebolon.	
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A drone shot shows the entire home that is surrounded by greenery and shows the splayed three wings. 
The creek is to the right. 

Rooms	and	Spaces:	Home	to	the	couple	and	their	two	sons,	the	space	includes	four	bedrooms,	a	
garage,	prayer	room	(“Puja”),	office,	library,	patio,	study,	courtyard,	gym,	den,	family	room,	kitchen,	
laundry	room,	and	dining	and	living	room.	The	large	terrace	runs	from	the	north	to	the	south	of	the	
house	thru	the	living	room	via	two	large	folding	glass	doors.		A	vastu	site	wall	at	the	south	and	west	
side	of	the	residence	makes	for	an	important	landscape	feature.	
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The twilight view from the street and the entry pavilion in the center. 

 

The open-air entry pavilion leads to the front door that has a window the same shape as the house plan. 
The  walls are paneled in red cedar as well as  Indian Jali-inspired  wood screens. There is also an 
undeniable Japanese aesthetic in the care and assembly of the woodwork. 
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Exterior wood features and trellises make inviting area to visit and allow 
plants to climb up and over the home.  The low concrete wall is a 
ceremonial vastu wall made of board-formed concrete and is there to “heal” 
the site by squaring the house to the triangular site. 

Vastu‐Compliant:		“The	site	wall	helps	create	a	better	vastu	by	squaring	up	the	triangular	sloped	
site	which	is	thought	to	possess	poor	vastu	because	of	the	pointed	angles	of	a	triangle.		After	seeing	
the	house	plans,	the	vastu	consultant	recommended	that	the	site	wall	be	constructed	on	the	
western	and	southern	side	of	the	house	to	create	rectilinear	shapes	upon	the	landscape	to	make	the	
site	possess	better	vastu,”	adds	Nebolon.	
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The house and landscape are designed together to merge and blur where man-made structure ends and 
landscape begins. Climbing plants will eventually cover site fences and board-formed concrete walls. 

Outdoor	Spaces:	The	year‐round	warm	and	sunny	California	weather	gave	the	firm	the	flexibility	
of	seamlessly	blending	the	two	design	elements,	pavilions	and	courtyards	intrinsic	to	Indian	design,	
with	an	indoor‐outdoor	theme.		The	firm	created	an	entry	pavilion	with	wooden	jali.	In	India,	the	
jali	are	often	stone	or	wood	screens	often	carved	with	ornate	designs	that	provide	ventilation	and	
privacy.		In	this	home,	the	jali	are	simple	vertical	red	cedar	wood	members	and	do	the	same	
function.			Pavilions,	such	as	the	entry	pavilion,	provide	shelter	from	the	sun	with	their	shaded	
areas	and	cool	breeze.		The	courtyards	are	presented	as	garden	wedges	between	the	building	wings		
with	trellises	and	large	enough	for	use	as	patios.			There’s	also	the	‘Walk	of	Shiva’	area	with	a	trellis	
under	which	one	can	walk	and	meditate.	“The	clients	have	their	offices	at	home	and	I	wanted	them	
to	have	an	outdoor	space	where	they	could	go	and	take	a	break	from	work,”	he	says.	
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The “Walk of Shiva” under a trellis supported by board-formed concrete columns.  The 
trellis will eventually be covered with the bougainvillea.  The vastu site wall runs 
alongside the walk to the left. 
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Large folding glass doors merge the home interior with the garden to blur boundaries.  The work 
“Ganges” by SH Raza is on is the left; a living garden wall is mounted on the exterior as if it were an 
art piece. 

Blurring	Boundaries: Spaces	that	blur	the	boundaries	between	indoors	and	outdoors	are	
characteristic	of	Californian	design.			Nebolon	says,	“In	this	house,	the	living‐dining	room	and	the	
family	room	both	extend	the	spaces	out	into	the	terraces	and	gardens	by	opening	up	the	large	
folding	glass	doors.	The	blue‐stone	flooring	extends	from	the	inside,	out	to	the	terrace	to	further	
blur	the	separation	between	inside	and	outside.	That	this	California	blurring	worked	so	well	with	
vastu	requirements	for	Brahma	(light	&	air)	was	very	fortunate.” 
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Large kitchen windows allow views into the surround landscape and are presented as large 
artworks of the same sizes as the painted pieces found inside the rest of the house.  
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The blue stone flows from the inside to the outside. Trellises above mediate the transition and provide shaded 
areas and places where the bougainvillea can climb and provide additional shading and landscape beauty, and 
further blur the distinction between inside and outside. 

 

Throughout the home and especially evident in the main central living room, colourful large art pieces 
enliven the space much like the garden does thru large windows and glass doors.  It’s like living in an 
arboretum inside and out. 

Art‐Filled	Home:	When	it	comes	to	home	decor,	artworks	take	centre	stage	especially	in	the	
middle	wing	where	they	are	displayed	in	the	living	and	dining	areas.		The	rest	of	the	home	is	done	
up	in	a	minimalistic	style	on	purpose,	to	allow	the	vivid	colourful	paintings	to	be	the	main	focus	as	
well	as	let	the	verdant	gardens	outside	get	the	due	attention.		The	interior	finishes	are	designed	to	
be	silent	and	yet	add	interest	upon	close	inspection.	

“This	is	a	modern	home	and	the	materials	have	been	selected	carefully	that	allow	the	art	to	be	the	
main	focus	and	still	be	quiet	works	on	their	own,”	concludes	Nebolon.	
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Vistas such as these expand the home and fill the rooms with natural light and are 
reminiscent of pavilions with their high ceilings and openness—especially when the 
folding glass doors are fully open.  The work “Ganges” by SH Raza sits inside a 
daylit niche on the far wall. The vaulted ceilings and beams are white-washed 
douglas fir paneling. The flooring is blue-stone.  All wood work is white oak. 
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The drone view shows the verdant neighborhood that surrounds the residence. The house wings step up 
and rotate to address the gentle slope. 


